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1
st G
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ssessm

ent R
ubric: 

 
 

M
inim

al 
1 

B
asic 
2 

P
roficient 

3 
A

dvanced 
4 

������

W
riting doesn’t focus on a 

specific event or experie
nce.  

T
he reader has m

a
ny 

questions after reading it. 
 

W
riting focuses on a specific 

event or experie
nce, but it 

isn’t real clear.  It lacks detail.  
T

he reader has questions afte
r 

reading it. 

W
riting focuses on a specific 

event or experie
nce.  It has 

detail.   T
he reade

r has no 
questions after reading it. 

W
riting focuses on a specific 

event or experie
nce.  It has 

m
any deta

ils.  It paints a 
picture in the reade

r’s m
ind.  

T
he reader has no questions 

after read
ing it. 

'��!��	�����

�
 

uses incorrect, ra
ndom

, or 
no spacing  betw

een 
lette

rs, w
ords, sentences  

�
 

uses random
 upper a

nd 
low

ercase lette
rs, m

ay 
have som

e reve
rsals 

�
 

uses no punctuation 
�

 
spells no-excuse w

ords 
incorrectly 

�
 

spells using random
 le

tte
rs, 

or spells unknow
n w

ords 
w

ith beginning sound only 

�
 

uses few
 , no, or random

 
spaces betw

een w
ords 

betw
een letters, w

ords, 
and sente

nces som
e/m

ost 
of the tim

e 
�

 
uses som

e uppercase 
lette

rs in w
ords 

�
 

m
ay have som

e reve
rsals 

�
 

atte
m

p
ts to use 

punctuation, but d
oes not 

use it correctly 
�

 
spells no-excuse w

ords 
incorrectly 

�
 

spells unknow
n w

ords 
using a beginning a

nd 
ending sound w

ith no or 
few

 vow
els 

�
 

uses correct spacing 
betw

een letters, w
ords, 

and sente
nces m

ost of 
the tim

e 
�

 
m

ay have som
e upper 

and low
ercase letters 

w
he

re they do not 
belong, w

ith no or few
 

reversals 
�

 
uses correct p

unctua
tion 

m
ost of the

 tim
e - m

ay 
need re

m
inders 

�
 

spells no-excuse w
ords 

correctly 
�

 
spells unknow

n w
ords 

using w
ith m

ost or all 
consonant sounds 
correct, along w

ith a
n 

atte
m

p
t at the vow

el 
sound(s) 

�
 

uses correct spacing 
betw

een letters, w
ords, 

and sente
nces 

�
 

uses upper and low
e

rcase 
correctly m

ost of the tim
e, 

w
ith no reve

rsals 
�

 
uses correct p

unctua
tion 

(?  .  ! )   
�

 
spells no-excuse w

ords 
correctly 

�
 

spells unknow
n w

ords w
ith 

correct consonant 
sounds, along w

ith 
approxim

ate or correct 
vow

el sound(s) 
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W
riting doesn’t have a clear 

sense of beginning, m
iddle, 

and end.  Ideas are not 
organized.  W

riting doesn’t 
flow

 sm
oothly from

 one idea 
to the

 next, m
aking it d

ifficult 
to follow

 and read.  S
tory or 

m
ay not have

 an original title. 

W
riting has a som

e
w

ha
t clear 

sense of beginning, m
iddle, 

and end.  W
rite

r som
etim

es 
presents ideas in an 
organized m

anner.  W
riting 

som
etim

es flow
s sm

oothly 
from

 one idea to the next, 
m

aking it easy to follow
 and 

read.  S
tory m

ay or m
ay not 

have an original title. 

W
riting has a clear sense of 

beginning, m
iddle, and e

nd.  
W

riter m
ostly presents ideas in 

an organized m
a

nne
r.  W

riting 
m

ostly flow
s sm

oothly from
 

one idea to the next, m
aking 

it easy to follow
 a

nd read.  
S

tory has an original title. 

W
riting has a clear sense of 

beginning, m
iddle, and e

nd.  
W

riter presents ideas in a
n 

organized m
anner.  W

riting 
flow

s sm
oothly from

 one idea 
to the

 next, m
aking it easy to 

follow
 and read.  S

tory has an 
original title. 
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M
usic or sound effects d

id not 
m

atch the poe
try.  It d

id not 
add to the poe

m
s.  It w

as 
distracting. 

M
usic or sound effects 

som
etim

es m
a

tches the 
poetry.  It som

etim
es added 

to the
 poem

s.  It w
as 

som
etim

es distracting. 

M
usic or sound effects ofte

n 
m

atches the poetry line.  It 
ofte

n added to the poe
m

s.  It 
w

as not distracting. 

M
usic or sound effects 

m
atches the poetry.  It added 

to the
 poem

s.  It w
as not 

distracting. 
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Illustrations are not present or 
they do not relate

 to and
/or 

com
plim

ent (add to) the story 
line. 

O
riginal illustrations lack 

detail.  T
hey do not alw

ays 
relate to and

/or com
plim

e
nt 

(add to) the
 story line. 

O
riginal illustrations are 

som
ew

hat de
tailed.  T

hey 
relate to and

/or com
plim

e
nt 

(add to) the
 story line. 

O
riginal illustrations are 

detailed.  T
hey are nea

t and 
visually pleasing T

hey relate to 
and/or com

plim
e

nt (add to) 
the story line. 
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D
elivery not sm

ooth, 
audience a

ttention is lost. 
D

eliver is not sm
ooth, 

som
etim

es holds aud
ience 

atte
ntion. 

M
ostly rehearsed, w

ith a fa
irly 

sm
ooth delivery tha

t usually 
holds audie

nce attention. 

W
ell-re

hearsed, w
ith sm

ooth 
delivery.  H

olds audie
nce 

atte
ntion. 
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S
om

e tra
nsitions, e

ffects, a
nd 

edits a
re appropriate a

nd 
add to the flow

 of the video.  
S

om
e tra

nsitions do not 
distract from

 the p
resentation.  

S
tude

nt needed adequa
te 

help w
ith editing. 

S
om

e tra
nsitions, e

ffects, a
nd 

edits a
re appropriate a

nd 
add to the flow

 of the video.  
S

om
e tra

nsitions do not 
distract from

 the p
resentation.  

S
tude

nt needed som
e help 

w
ith editing. 

M
ost transitions, effects, and 

edits a
re appropriate a

nd 
add to the flow

 of the video.  
M

ost transitions do not d
istract 

from
 the p

resentation.  
S

tude
nt needed little or no 

help w
ith editing. 

T
ra

nsitions, e
ffects, a

nd edits 
are appropriate a

nd add to 
the flow

 of the video.  
T

ra
nsitions do not d

istract from
 

the p
resentation.  S

tude
nt 

needed little or no help w
ith 

editing. 
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